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The European Union Water Initiative Plus team was saddened by the loss 
of Victor Bujac on 30 November. Victor had been Project Representative 
in Moldova since 2017 and was committed to delivering the best results 
to reform the water sector in his country. Victor will be greatly missed by 
the EUWI+ team, his expertise, professionalism and character contributed 
greatly to the project. 

On 23 November, the Cabinet of Ministers approved the appointment 
of a new Secretary of State in the Ministry of Agriculture, Regional 
Development and Environment (MARDE), Mr. Ghenadie Iurco, responsible 
for policies in the field of environmental protection and natural resources. 
Mr. Dorin Andros, the State Secretary for Regional Development, remains 
responsible for the water management sector and EUWI+ project 
implementation.  

On 27 October, an expert meeting on the ‘New design and construction 
norms for small-scale water supply and sanitation systems in Moldova’ 
took place in virtual form to raise awareness and present the status of this 
work stream to interested local stakeholders and IFIs. Inter alia, the new 
Code of Practice CP G.03.08-2020 on small scale potable water supply 
system and a draft concept note on the future new Code of Practice on 
small scale sanitation systems were presented and discussed. The concept 
note was then finalised taking on board comments collected through the 
expert meeting and bilateral consultations. 

On 26 November, an online Public Consultation on the revision of the  
National Programme to implement the Protocol on Water and Health 
for the years 2016-2025, was carried out, chaired by the Ministry of 
Health, Labour and Social Protection and the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Regional Development and Environment of the Republic of Moldova and 
attended by representatives of various local stakeholders, including NGOs, 
academia, students, local governments, etc. Materials for the consultation 
were published on the EUWI+ website in Romanian, Russian and English. 

The final report of the OECD-led study and the draft training materials 
on Economic Instruments for WRM in Moldova were translated into the 
state language, proof-read by a team of local experts and submitted to 
the beneficiary ministry (MARDE), as well as to the Academy of Economic 
Studies for pilot testing. 

An investigative monitoring took place on 20-22 October at ten sites in 
the Ialpug River Basin. Some pictures were published on EUWI+ Facebook 
page. The report on the results of sampling and analyses was sent in 
December to Environment Agency Austria for comments.

On 3 November 2020 an online meeting took place to discuss the progress 
in developing a Water Supply and Sanitation Master Plan for the Nirnova 
sub-basin with the mayors of the 18 localities and representatives of 
the two rayons concerned. The aim of this strategic plan at local level is 
to facilitate the implementation of concrete solutions to improve access 
to safe water for the rural population of the Nirnova sub-basin (358km², 
30 villages, and almost 44,000 inhabitants in total). The master plan is 
being developed in the EUWI+ framework with active support from OiEau 
and input from the International Secretariat for Water – Solidarity Water 
Europe, to conjointly facilitate local governance strengthening.

On 6 November, the Basin Committee meeting was held online. It closed 
the series of public consultations on the RBMP Programme of Measures for 
the Danube-Brut & Black Sea River Basin Management Plan and took stock 
of the result of the second public consultation results. 

On 27 November, an online meeting discussed the alignment of the latest 
draft RBMP with the relevant Moldovan legislation, visibility and standards.  
The meeting was organised with active support from the International 

Office for Water, MARDE and local experts. 

On 19 November 2020, the 6th meeting of the Coordination 
Committee (CC) of the National Policy Dialogue (NPD) on Integrated 
Water Resources Management (IWRM) was held in virtual form 
with 54 participants, including four ministries. The meeting, 
chaired by the State Secretary of MARDE Mr Dorin Andros, focused 
on recent progress in modernising national water policy and 
regulation, completing the draft RBMPs and strengthening the 
water monitoring system, extending access to safe water supply 
and sanitation, and enhancing transboundary cooperation.  
This National Policy Dialogue meeting served to discuss achieved 
results and the remaining tasks under EUWI+ in conjunction with the 
priorities and activities of the country-specific work programme. Steps 
towards ensuring sustainability of results and a reflection on further 
needs and priorities in the water sector of Moldova beyond 2020 were 
also discussed. The CC thanked for the commitment of the EUWI + 
programme and invited the EU to continue its related support.

On 8 October, the State Enterprise Hydrogeological Expedition of 
Moldova (EHGeoM) submitted the final report titled “Improvement of 
the groundwater monitoring network in the Danube-Prut and Black 
Sea river basin” which forms the basis of contracting the drilling of 
three additional groundwater monitoring wells.

Following a tender process, EHGeoM drilled the three groundwater 
monitoring wells between October-December 2020, which were 
proposed to be established in the above mentioned report.

The web server under Apele Moldovei responsibility to host the data 
management platform developed during the project to prefigure the 
water information system was purchased. Its public IP address was 
received and the first of installation of data management tools was 
started. 

Two training videos on biological monitoring of diatoms (sampling 
method in the field and laboratory analysis) were released during the 
reporting period and disseminated among the biological monitoring 
and hydrobiology experts in the Republic of Moldova. The integration 
of phytobenthos as a second Biological Quality Element (BQE), 
in addition to macroinvertebrates, is an important next step for 
improving surface water monitoring.

Taxonomic identification keys and literature were procured and 
disseminated to national experts. This is considered a sustainable 
investment into capacity building and quality assurance.

The complex procurement of a set of diverse laboratory consumables, 
essential for operating various analytical equipment at EAM, has been 
completed in several steps for order and delivery. 

A remote audit was conducted on quality control and quality 
management documentation. This audit was in support of the 
international accreditation of the laboratory of EAM. 

A consultation on the World Bank report “Moldova: ‘Water Security 
Diagnostic and Future Outlook’” took place in Q4 2020. This report 
provides a new, comprehensive, and balanced view of water security 
in Moldova, highlighting the complex water issues that Moldova must 
tackle to ensure its water security. It seeks to elevate water security 
as a policy issue critical for national development by providing 
stakeholders with a stocktaking and outlook on water-related risks, 
and opportunities in which water can contribute to economic growth 
and poverty reduction.
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For Quarter 1 2021, the priorities for EUWI+ 
implementation include:

• Initiation of the process for adopting 
the revised National Programme for the 
implementation of the Protocol on Water and 
Health in the Republic of Moldova for the 
years 2016-2025

• Preparation of the final draft RBMP (cycle II 
2022-2027) for the adoption process 

• Delivery, installation and training of last 
laboratory equipment, including the gas 
chromatograph for the Environmental 
Agency 

• Transfer of the data management platform 
and its main tools onto the Apele Moldovei 
new web server.
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• Completion of the extension of the GW 
monitoring network (12 springs and 3 new 
drilled wells)

• Finalisation of SW Monitoring Development 
Plan.

• Finalisation of the report on investigative 
monitoring.

• Preparation of a monitoring development 
plan for groundwater 

• Preparation of a pre-audit assessment report 
for the EAM laboratory

• Order and delivery of laboratory consumables

• Concluded selection of the optimum scenarios 
and action plan for the development of water 
supply and sanitation services at the localities 
of the Nirnova sub-basin.


